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Many battered women would be separated
from their children for an undetermined
amount of time if forced to leave the U.S.
Often these women are the sole caretakers of
their children. There may be no one with
whom the child could stay or they would,
might remain in the custody of the abuser. If
a battered mother leaves the country, taking
her children with her, she could lose custody
of the children to the abuser under the Paren-
tal Kidnapping Prevention Act (PKPA). Forcing
these battered immigrant women and mothers
to leave the country places their lives and the
lives of their children in danger.

We should reinstate our protection of bat-
tered immigrant women by allowing them to
adjust their status to lawful permanent resi-
dency while in the U.S. in the same manner
we allow immediate relatives of U.S. citizens
to adjust their status. This provision would pro-
vide battered immigrant women and their chil-
dren with approved VAWA self-petitions to ac-
quire their green cards while remaining in the
U.S.

Other immigration provisions drastically al-
tered battered women’s access to VAWA’s
suspension of deportation/cancellation of re-
moval in two ways: it changed the way INS
counts the number of years an immigrant has
been in the U.S. and applies these changes
retroactively to cases already filed, and it
places a ‘‘cap’’ on the number of immigrants
who are allowed to receive green cards
through suspension of deportation/cancellation
of removal.

To apply for suspension of deportation/can-
cellation of removal, a battered immigrant or
child must have been in the U.S. for three
years. Recent changes only count an immi-
grant’s time in the U.S. up to the moment that
INS becomes aware of their presence, regard-
less of how long they remain in the United
States for deportation proceedings to con-
clude. This is especially detrimental to bat-
tered women immigrants because in most
cases the abuser controls all mail and tele-
phone correspondence addressed to the bat-
tered spouse. These battered immigrants may
never know that INS had placed them in de-
portation proceedings. Suspension of deporta-
tion/cancellation of removal is an important
tool for these women who are unable to file
self-petitions for permanent residence because
their self-petitions have been sabotaged by
spouses who divorce them or who report them
to the INS. Suspension of deportation/can-
cellation of removal is often the only remedy
available to battered immigrant women in this
situation.

We must restore the original manner of
counting years in the U.S. for battered immi-
grants only. Additionally, we should stop the
retroactive application of this new counting
and reopen old deportation cases for VAWA-
eligible battered immigrants.

Four years ago we passed VAWA strongly
believing that battered immigrant women
should have access to legal protections, be
able to flee violent homes, and control their
own immigration status and lives. Let us stand
by that position.
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
regret that I inform the Members of the House
of the passing of Everett W. Hannon, Sr., a
councilman from Lexington, MO, on July 17,
1998.

Mr. Hannon was a native of Lexington and
a graduate of Douglass High School. He en-
tered the United States Army in 1952, and
was honorably discharged in 1954. He served
on the Lexington City Council for over 20
years, and was also employed with Allied sig-
nal as a Cost Reduction Representative for 25
years, until his retirement in May of 1993.

Mr. Hannon was an active member of the
Lexington community. In addition to serving on
the city council, he was Chairman and Treas-
urer of the Lexington Park Board, Board and
Executive Board Member of Missouri Valley
Human Resource Development Corporation,
and a member of the American Legion, the
Lion’s Club, and the Second Baptist church of
Lexington.

Mr Hannon is survived by his wife Marjorie,
three sons, two brothers, three sisters, an
aunt, and seven grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, Everett Hannon played many
important roles in the Lexington community,
and he will be greatly missed by all who knew
him.
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Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor my constituent, Sandra Bernal, on her
recent graduation from Officer Candidate
School (OCS). I am especially proud that Ms.
Bernal, a resident of Teaneck, NJ, was award-
ed the Deputy Adjutant General Honor Grad-
uate commendation upon her completion of
the program. Ms. Bernal’s accomplishment is
a credit to her commitment to excellence and
to her family and community.

As a commissioned officer in the Armed
Forces of the United States, Ms. Bernal will be
contributing her considerable skills and talents
to enhance our Nation’s defense. Those same
attributes that gained her a commendation
during her OCS training will now, thankfully,
be brought to bear during her service in the
New Jersey Army and Air National Guard.

For her service to our Nation, her dedication
to America’s liberty and freedom, I applaud
Ms. Bernal’s achievement. In the finest sense,
she represents the best of America.
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to my dear friend Father Tom
Rush, pastor at Mary Immaculate Catholic
Church in Pacoima. Father Rush is leaving
Pacoima for a leadership position in the inter-
national order of Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate. Father Rush will be sorely missed
in the Northeast Valley. He is a figure beloved
by people of all religious and ethnic back-
grounds.

I have had the good fortune of being with
Father Rush on many occasions. One of the
most memorable was earlier this year when I
attended dedication ceremonies for the rebuilt
Mary Immaculate Church, which was de-
stroyed in the Northridge Earthquake of 1994.
The sanctuary was overflowing with church
members and others who wanted to share the
special day with Father Rush. That day I real-
ized as never before how much Father Rush
means to our community. He has touched
countless lives through his spiritual guidance,
commitment to social justice and dedication to
helping at-risk youth.

Father Rush came to the Northeast Valley
in 1973, when he became priest at Santa
Rosa Church in San Fernando. In between
other assignments he spent 13 years at Santa
Rosa, before moving over to Mary Immaculate
in neighboring Pacoima in 1992. At both Santa
Rosa and Mary Immaculate, Father Rush, who
is of Irish descent, established an extraor-
dinary rapport with his overwhelmingly Latino
congregants. It is entirely accurate to call Fa-
ther Rush a leader in the burgeoning Latino
community of the Northeast Valley.

In recent years, Father Rush has been a
courageous and outspoken supporter of immi-
grant rights. Four years ago he carried an
American flag in a demonstration against
Proposition 187. In 1995 he was part of a
group that met with Richard Rogers, District
Director of the Immigration and Naturalization
Service, to demand a speedier citizenship
process. Rogers promised he would try.

Father Rush’s pending departure has cast a
pall over our community. Though we wish him
the best, we also know that he is irreplace-
able.

I ask my colleagues to join me in saluting
Father Tom Rush, a man of warmth, compas-
sion and remarkable energy who has brought
joy and hope to many.
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Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
have printed in the RECORD these statements
by high school students from my home state
of Vermont, who were speaking at my recent
town meeting on issues facing young people
today. I am inserting their statements in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD as I believe that the
views of these young persons will benefit my
colleagues.
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